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anything, I know it is written by the type of man who when he has smoked his cigar over the roses on a June evening to keep oft the green fly thinks he has done a day's work."
Such a rebuff has been justified by many of the Conservative leader's critics.    Mr.  Baldwin has known that neither the Labour nor the old Liberal parties have suffered from the disadvantages of lack of purpose.   To their rank and file politics have been a religion, the upkeep of it has fallen on their meagre pockets and affected their daily lives. Since the days of Disraeli the balance has always been in their favour because the possession of a faith has given them the energising force of sacrifice and emotional appeal. Many years ago the Socialist Party found its centre even if it was eccentric to the main focus of the nation's life. It discovered the eccentricity in 1926 when during the General Strike nationalism and Socialism were not found to be coincident. The essential fact was that because Labour had found its philosophic centre and fixed its orientation it had no need to be negative.   Since the advent of the National Government, Labour has been reduced to the same hopeless position as Conservatism since 1923. By abandoning its philosophic scaffolding it has resigned its powers of construction.   The interesting thing is that Mr. Baldwin has been afraid to fix his intellectual position because in the case of Socialism before 1930 the fixed position was leading the nation to disaster.  Mr. Baldwin prefers being without his scaffolding because he feels more remote from revolution.  Nevertheless he has admitted to his intimates on many occasions that there is something in statesmanship beyond party policies-He has not realised the magnitude of his discovery.   He has discovered that there are many eccentric positions, but th^t only one position coincides with the focus of national life. To that concentric position all other ideas and opinions are biassed.   Without achieving a national philosophy no fundamental and all-embracing nationalism can be acquired. Until the Conservative party is attached to some higher